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sz, Ford Is An Amateur
I hetimear  Forks selecions of Georgs Bush 13

the Paris conference aftar World War 1 head the troubled Central Intelligenca’™;
‘talking grandly about global. peace whita  Agency and Deraid Rumsizid 1o i2ad the.-
the pragmatic European leaders divided up - Defense Department’ have not increased”™
the spoils, was described sadly by one con< confidence 'in the adminisiration. ‘Bush’s-
termporary.as:ta virgin trapped in a broth-  partisan background as former Republican-
_.al, cailing:sturdily-forra glass ot party chief-is bad encugh. But there is also:
“Jemonade.” FFrEanE g 2 o +... .. s the amateur problem again. - - s
.. Somzof that same flavor of being out of . Bush has held iriportant-sounding jobs
" the rea} action now- pervades the Ford Ad-  at'the United Nations and as the first U.S. 0

R LiOn. Wilson’s _problem was ideal- - - representative in China. But they have all+"
ism, and i2W would accuse President Ford . peen basically public relations. tasks, in~:
of ha:*«.zg,}n overabundance of that quality, - : yolving more ceremonial duties-than policy<:
but.Liere is 2n unmistakable similarity. in "= pmaking or administration. Similarly, Rums-"

+ the. inexpenence and ineftactive approachh. - feld scunds good on paper but tas had scant” °

.- to tougz 2nd unpleasant proplems. - ° - "experience making tough major decisions..”

© % Tre prasidency is-po.place for ama-"_(if you believe the President when he insists, -

tewrs.. v s onIEOR R e .-427:% he zlone decides the big ones, not his staff). "

Ci.. Presicent Ford simply dees not give the " The importance of being ambassador 1o

> that he really knows what he is . NATO, Rumsfeld’s. job before he came ta -

'+ months; he wasted endless days - the White House, tan be seen in the fact it
g ‘around-the country, making iyas oifered to-CIA Director William Colb

; 25 in which he'said so little of value. ~ yhen he was fired —— and Colby tarped it
snz2 evancually:reporters siopped writing  dowm,. . o ET RO

gl

S e Y ea Bk e BT i
5 CoWm Fhal g tsa;d; He anno;mtga pol:gges . .Therelis a very real danger that the in-..
Jane masE 5?3“'““}:‘“ o en 1o mg 1 telligence community will blithely returm to, ©

205

L CRETEL LT L AR S ts ol imply ignore ‘its new - -
s tendency ta be accidert pron O had o background in tha
s T 1 - s i o~ e . h - o

T picture of a map not-QUItE IR " o o, 5y 5 That is what the Cla bureaucra-

- cont=oi. His latest bump on the head in R s . o
e . . ot A cy did-to Adm. William. Raborn, whom
swirmmi=g pool follows a series of incidents siip Jaant Lyndon Johnson named to head

_in waich ke has slipp2d and fallen or
burroed ks head on somatning. AN

.- Ford's abrupt. cabinet shusfle, the awk:

the zgency in 1965. Raborm'was- an outsicer. .
znd the professional spies resisted him.so..
effzctively he was out within a-year, to.be

lwarg way inowhich.it was: handled, and his..-w e X Sttt
T g e e o X c a Jongtim fessional, Rich-
Y Jack:c¢ candor in explaining the changes: repiaced by a longtime p nal, b :

" have produced-a: sharply negatve reaction=: ard }ielm.s.-___‘ e T edidatn sl SN
* both at-home-and abroad. The _President -+ -~ Rumsfeld is equally ili-prepared to cope-
"~ ‘seemstobe panicking.‘summdm‘g himself - with" the high-powerad plotting of the big
-;.-*_wi;;q 2-1oyal.crowd of old cronies from Con- . dgf&—se contractors and the miittary estab-
"~ gress or Michigan who may be joviakon the: lishment. Searching for.reasons why he ap- -
* golf course but-who are not equipped to pro-- “poiniad Rumsfeld, the President explained’
7 vide him witir-a broad range of pptions and- lamely that he had “served in the Depart-
* opinions., ¥ e e eI D nent of Defense as a naval aviater.”” Every
- & call* him- Nixon’s revenge,’ man who was. ever a second lientenant will

> one ob-
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